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JAINA TRADITIONS IN RAJAVALI KATHA

Rajavali Katha of Devachandra is a work completed in 1841 A.D. and its value lies in the
traditions about Jainism, its history in Karnataka, the literature in Samskrit and Kannada,
incidental references to ruling dynasties and contemporary religions. Its historical value.is
extremely open to doubt, but it furnishes a starting point for further research and hence
cannot be dismissed as entirely fanciful.

Devachandra and his elder lmthers Chandayya and Padmaraja were the descendants of a
Jaina Brahmana Bommanna, an accountant of Giripura.
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Devachandra was born in 1770 A.D, and from his Fourteenth year he began to write
poems. In his 22 year (1772 4.1) he wrote Pujyapada Chaatin Kannada. Since his elder
brother Padmaraja is also said to have written that work, both brothers must have-co
operated in the production. Since Devachandra presented the Rajavali Kathe to Mummudi
Krishna Raja Wodeyar in 1841 he must have lived for merthan 70 years. Rajavali Kathe
was his last work and before that é wrote Ramakathavatara, Sumer®aaka, Bhaktisag,
Satakatraya, Sastrasara, Laghu Vnft Pravachana Siddhanta, Dravya Samgraha
Dvadasanupreksha Katha, Dhyana Sarajya, Dvadasanupreksha Ktha, Dhyana
Samrajya, Adhyatma Vichara, Karnataka Samska Balanudi, etc. He says thatwhen
Mackenzie with Sardar Lakshman Rao cameot Kankagiri, he asked for localrecords,
Devachandra showed him his pujyapada charitaVlackenzie took the poet alongwith him
from Kamaraballi to Nagavala and giving hin 25 Rupees asked him to send waritten
account of all the old traditions. Devachandra égan his Rajavali Katha in 1804and
completed it in 1838 A.D. Therefore he took nearly 3%ears in compiling it. In 1841
Deviramba, Queena of Chamaraja heard of the work anasked the author to complete iby
adding the history of the Mysore Kings. Perhaps thiwas submitted to Krishna Raja
Wodeyar Il in 1841-42.

The work consists ofl1 Adhikaras. Here | propose to give the translations andsummaries
of some of the passages in the Rajav#flatha as are likely to be ofnterest br the studentsof

history, and literature. The author's chronolgy is at times fanciful, and ase writes of the
Jaina point of view he criticizesother sects, especially Sri Vaishnavasd Vira Saivas very
harshly.

In the beginning, the author deals with creatiof the 14 worlds, 64 vidyas, £astes and 18
subcastes and 101 kulas, charactees of four castes, kuruvamsa,Harivamsa,

Nathavannszr, Ugra vamsa from Kashyap, et., Kurus ruled at Hastinapura, Ugras at
Kashi, Nathas in Kundina, and at Ayodhya, sgpratishtnita, Subahu, YasobahuAjitanjaya

and others. These four familiesbecame famous because of the Z2#irthamkaras 12

emperors, 9 Bala Dea Vasudewas 11 Rudras etc. Next an account of'yasa, Krishna and
Dasavataras is given. Jaina rituals aniéestivals like Nandisvara Pujare dealt with.

Mallibhatta following Maskaripurana invented islam and composed Mullasastraccording
to the teachingof his master parsva Bhattaraka (11588)*.

*The references in brackets are to the pages of MSS in the Mysore Oriental Library.
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The story of Chanakya Maharshi and Navanandas is given (119). Bharadrabahu
swami fearing a twelve year famine in ujjaini migrates (124-7), with Chandragupta
Maharaja. Salivahana Saka started 136, years after Vikrama from Rudhirodgari in 556
(V.N) and 84 gachhas among jainas became separated. (135).

In the time of Vasupala of Indrapura, all Brahmins were jainas but later they
abandoned the jaina religion and called themselves vedantis.[162].

In saka 200, Pujyapada was born to Madhava Bhatta and Sridevi of Kollegala.
Panini of Mudigondam was writing his grammar but before he could complete it his er?d
approached and therefore he asked his maternal uncle, Pujyapada to .complete. it.
Pujyapada not only wrote Jainendra Vyakarana but also wrote a \{nttn to Panini’s
grammar (168). Nagarjuna also learnt from his maternal uncle or cousin Pujyapada ‘the
art of converting base metals into gold. Kanakagiri was called Hemagiri and Parsva Jina,
Padmavati and Brahma were installed. Siddha Nagarjuna was for some time at Hemagiri
where some kings established Gopala and therefore he went to Sri Sailam (169-171).

Yashodhara of Champakapura gave Srisaila to his son Sridhara who performed
penance there and hence the hill was called Sriparvata and later Srisaila. To the south of
it, at the foot of a Vata tree he obtained Siddhi, therefore the place is called Siddha
Vatam. Amaravatthi is so called because the Chatur Nikayas gathered there for Kevala
Puja. Sridhara was performing penance at the foot of a Arjuna tree surrounded by
Mallika creepers and when the Khecharas worshipped the saint with Mallika flowers it
was called Mallikarjuna. When Nagarjuna went there he established a God called
Mallikarjuna (172-178).

Causes for the decline of Jainism. In Kalyanapattana, Samyaktva Chudamani
Bijala, son of Chanaka Raya was ruling with his queen Gunawati and minister
Sambuddhi. A Jaina Brahmin of Mandige near Ingulesvar became a Saiva Brahmin. His
son was Lingabhatta who had a son Madi Raja. To Madi Raja and his wife Madala, a
daughter and son (Basavaraja) were born. Basava worshipped Kalika and obtained
several charms and spells. After the death of his parents he became a Brahmin hater and
did not perform the marriage of his sister Nagamma. Basava and his nephew Chenna
Basava destroyed 6700 Basadis and preached Vira Saivism. Mari Bijjala’s mother
secretly followed Jaina religion and asked her son, and the minister Buddhi Sagara to
oppose the activities of Basava (Account of various Vira Saiva Sects).

In Kanchi, the king Sivakoti’s younger brosther Sivayana established 1Crore of
Sivalingas. Samanta Bhadra converted the king. Sivakoti’s son Srikantha became king
after his father became a monk (189).

Prabhachandra Svami worshipped Jvalamalini and two brothers Akalamka and
Nishkalamka, sons of a Jaina Brahmana. They defeated the Buddhists and Vira Saivas.
Then Bhattakalamka of Sudhapura composed Akalmkashtaka. ‘
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